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encouraged emigration to New Zealand so successfully that
during his tenure of office immense areas in the two islands
were brought under cultivation or stocked with cattle and
sheep.

He also gave a liberal constitution to the colonies by estab-
lishing a number of provincial assemblies or councils for the
discussion and administration of local affairs, and a central
Parliament. This consisted of a House of Representatives,
elected by the people, and a Cabinet nominated by the Crown.
When he retired in 1853 he left with the sincere regret and
affection of all the colonists, for whom he had done so much.

CHAPTER LIV
HEROIC ENEMIES

SIR GEORGE GREY himself did not stay to see the inauguration
of the central Parliament, and it was his successor, Colonel
Wynward, who had to face the inevitable friction and political
strife which nearly always accompanies the first efforts of a
colony in self-government. Gibbon Wakefield, the promoter
of the New Zealand Company, was an active and influential
member of the new House of Representatives, and led a
strong party against a turbulent opposition to the various
Ministries during this term of experimental government To the
political controversies that raged fiercely between 1853 and
1860 we need not give our attention in this work, as they
related chiefly to the machinery of administration, and did not
have a pronounced effect upon the colonial life of New
Zealand.

Colonel Wynward's successor, Governor Gore Browne,
was responsible for a number of acts of a more dramatic and
dangerous character. By the ruling of the Colonial Office in
England he had the entire responsibility of dealing with the
native tribes, and it is generally admitted now that he was